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Denver Water Basics

• We serve 1.4 million people 
(in 5 counties)

• We serve 25% of the state’s 
population with 2% of the 
water

• 80% of our water comes 
from snowpack

• We are separate from the 
City and County of Denver

• Do not receive any tax 
funding
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Where Your Water Comes From

Water comes from 7 watersheds

• Major:
– South Platte
– Blue River
– Williams Fork
– Frasier

• Minor: 
– South Boulder Creek
– Ralston
– Bear Creek

• About 50/50 west slope, 
east slope water
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Conservation and Water Efficiency: 
Why Care?

• Good for the environment

• Population growth & increasing water insecurity 
(climate change)

• Helps to keep water costs down 
– new supply is expensive

• 94% of Denver area customers agreed 
conservation is critical for the future of the 
community
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Denver Sustainable Neighborhoods
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Indoor Opportunities

• Toilets
– High Efficiency Toilet (HET): 

1.28 gal
– Ultra High Efficiency Toilet 

(UHET): 1.1 gal or below
– Denver Water offers rebates 

for WaterSense labeled 
UHET

• Showerhead
– Recommend WaterSense 

Labeled 2.0 gal or below

• Sinks
– Bathroom 1.0 gal or below
– Kitchen 1.5 gal

Rebate Information 
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Source: 2011 Residental End Use Study update performed by the 
Water Research Foundaton 

http://www.denverwater.org/Conservation/Rebates/


Residential Leaks

Findings of 2015 Single Family 
Audit Study

• Leaks: 55% of audits 
had at least one leak
– Toilets easily the 

biggest problem

• Excessive Watering 
was found at 22% of 
all audits
– 50% of those with 

Smart Controllers 
overwatered
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Visit Denver Water’s Website for additional information

Additional Indoor Resources

http://www.denverwater.org/Conservation/


Outdoor Opportunities

• Prioritize your landscape and outdoor space
• Know your water use

• Check your irrigation clock and run times
• Monitor your water use
• Regularly check for leaks and misaligned heads

• Xeriscape turf areas you don’t use
• Consider rain barrels for small spaces
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Congress Park Recommendations: Consider Changes to Narrow Strips and Slopes
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• Sloped spaces pose significant challenges for irrigation
• Narrow strips often result in inefficient irrigation
• Cycle and soaking will build more resilient roots/ plants
• Don’t water during the day- much more will evaporate
• Make sure your programming is correct
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Rain Barrels: yes they are legal!

• Single Family or 
attached multi-
family homes

• Limit to two with up 
to 110 gallon 
storage capacity

• For outdoor use 
only (not to drink)
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Things to 
consider:
• Size of the space 

you are 
supplementing

• Veggie gardens: 
great

• Entire areas of 
turf: less so

• Consider how often 
it rains in Denver

• Can you section off 
that space from 
irrigation system?
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Additional Resources: Rain Barrel

• General Rain Barrel 
overview
– Colorado State Univer

sity 

– Conservation Colora
do

– CO Division of Water
 Resources

• How to install a rain 
barrel- Tree People
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http://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/natural-resources/rainwater-collection-colorado-6-707/
http://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/natural-resources/rainwater-collection-colorado-6-707/
https://conservationco.org/2016/07/all-about-rain-barrels/
https://conservationco.org/2016/07/all-about-rain-barrels/
http://water.state.co.us/SurfaceWater/RainwaterCollection/Pages/default.aspx
http://water.state.co.us/SurfaceWater/RainwaterCollection/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.treepeople.org/installarainbarrel?gclid=CPTY3IKTg84CFQdbfgodXkIOLA


Additional Resources: Xeriscape

• Denver Water- 
Xeriscape basics

• Denver Water- 
Xeriscape Plans

• Xeriscape Colorado
• Colorado State 

University- plant guide
• Center for ReSource 

Conservation- Garden 
in a Box

• Denver Botanic Gardens
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http://www.denverwater.org/Conservation/Xeriscape/
http://www.denverwater.org/Conservation/Xeriscape/XeriscapePlans/
http://coloradowaterwise.org/XeriscapeColorado
http://www.colostate.edu/Dept/CoopExt/4dmg/Xeris/xeris1.htm
https://conservationcenter.org/gardens/
https://conservationcenter.org/gardens/
https://conservationcenter.org/gardens/
http://www.botanicgardens.org/blog/xeriscape


QUESTIONS?

michael.thomas@denverwater.org

Denverwater.org/conservation 
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